
Fryslân is entitled to its own independent radio- and television broadcaster 
  
Times are uncertain for Omrop Fryslân, the regional broadcaster of the province of Fryslân 
and the only regional broadcaster of the Netherlands that does not broadcast in Dutch, but in 
the second national language, Frisian. Omrop Fryslân has been cutting back severely. 
Popular programmes such as the sports programme ‘Boppeslach’ and cultural programmes 
such as ‘K-rûte’ and ‘Muzyk Maskelyn’ have disappeared. Furthermore, dozens of jobs have 
been cut. Omrop Fryslân has taken these measures to survive financially. The EBLT 
therefore welcomes the recent decision of the Provincial Council of Fryslân to fund Omrop 
Fryslân in 2014 on the basis of projects. This will give Omrop Fryslân the possibility to 
develop programmes that could otherwise not be developed.  
 
In this way, a financial relation will – at least temporarily – continue to exist between the 
Provinsje Fryslân and Omrop Fryslân. This is important because on January 1st 2014 the 
regular funding of and the responsibility for Omrop Fryslân will be transferred from the 
Provinsje Fryslân to the national Ministry of Education, Culture and Science. The 
independent position of Omrop Fryslân, the necessity of which was strongly advocated by 
the Provinsje Fryslân, will thus be threatened. The EBLT is very concerned about this 
transfer because the ministry’s plans for the regional broadcasters, and Omrop Fryslân in 
particular, do not show much affection. 
 
Omrop Fryslân would have to cut down another 1.7 million euro as of 2017. Reorganization 
of regional broadcasting, including Omrop Fryslân, is a realistic possibility in order to 
economize, according to Sander Dekker, Secretary of State for Education, Culture and 
Science. Two plans circulate with respect to such a reorganization. In the first plan Omrop 
Fryslân and the other regional broadcasters would have to integrate with the national 
broadcaster NPO. In the second plan, which is a suggestion of the association of regional 
broadcasters ROOS, Omrop Fryslân would have to merge, or at least cooperate intensively, 
with the northern broadcasters RTV Noord and RTV Drenthe. 
 
Integrating into the NPO is a direct threat; NPO-director Henk Hagoort recently said that he 
thinks it is ‘nonsense’ that regional broadcasters have a 24/7 broadcasting station, while they 
only broadcast 15 minutes of news every day. This is not only a display of arrogance, but 
also of ignorance: the current seven hours of radio news in Frisian do not fit within Hagoort’s 
15 minutes. Moreover, Omrop Fryslân is essential on days when extensively covering large 
fires, storms, a severe bus accident, or important regional events Moreover, the Frisians are 
entitled to radio and television broadcasts in their own language. This has been established 
by law and even expressed by the Dutch House of Representatives in a motion of CDA-
Member of Parliament Pieter Heerma earlier this year. By taking this position, Hagoort has 
convincingly proven that the matter of Frisian radio and television will not be in good hands 
as part of the NPO. 
 
Merging with RTV Noord and RTV Drenthe seems a good alternative, but the question is 
whether that really is the case. Previous experience with other northern mergers showed that 
they weaken the position of the Frisian language. After all, a merger would result in a single 
northern director and a single management board. Due to financial stringency, joint 
programmes for the three broadcasters would soon be developed, which would automatically 
use the Dutch language. Employees of this merged broadcasting station, listeners, and 
viewers would have to switch to Dutch to be able to communicate with the management of 
this virtual ‘RTV Noorderland’. The risk of Frisian being marginalized within that broadcaster 
is certainly realistic. If not taken into account, Frisian will be restricted to a ‘Frisian hour’ on 
RTV Noorderland, just as in the past with the RONO broadcasting station; and the building of 
the broadcasting station at De Hemrik will become an annex of the Mediacentrale in 
Groningen. 
 



The EBLT wants to point out to the politicians, at Frisian and national level, that according to 
the 15-year-old Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities of the 
Council of Europe, the Frisians are entitled to their own independent radio and television 
broadcasting. In other words: the minute Omrop Fryslân is forced to integrate with a national 
broadcaster or to merge with other broadcasters, the Frisian minority immediately has the 
right to found a new, independent broadcasting station. Last winter experts of the Framework 
Convention organized a hearing at the provincial administration of Fryslân. There, they 
received the same message from Omrop Fryslân and the EBLT. These experts will publish 
their findings this winter. 
 
According to the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages, the Frisians are 
entitled to radio and television in Frisian. A couple of years ago it almost seemed that 
member state the Netherlands was going to carry out these obligations. However, if the 
announced cutbacks and reorganization are indeed carried out, this will diminish the quantity 
and quality of radio- and television so severely, that the Netherlands will not fulfil their 
obligations in the frameworks signed by the Dutch government in the 1990s. 
 
The plans described above set the clock back more than 30 years. After becoming 
independent in the 1980s with a director and management, Omrop Fryslân has developed 
into a solid Frisian broadcasting station that is highly valued by listeners and viewers. Omrop 
Fryslân has been supported by the Provinsje Fryslân. At this moment, a reverse movement 
is taking place: after losing its independence, in the future nobody will be directly responsible 
for a broad and professional supply of Frisian radio and television on all relevant platforms 
and for the development of these programmes. 
 
Because it is not too late to turn this threat, the EBLT asks the politicians in the Provincial 
Council and the Dutch House of Representatives to settle the following matters: 
* Establish that Omrop Fryslân stays an independent broadcasting station with its own 
director and management, rooted in the province of Fryslân. 
* The Dutch government and the Provincial Council have a mutual responsibility for the 
Frisian language and culture; arrange that this will also apply for Omrop Fryslân, along the 
lines of the Wet Gebruik Friese Taal (Law on the Use of the Frisian Language) and 
Bestuursakkoord Fryske Taal en Kultuer (BFTK) (Convention on Frisian Language and 
Culture). In time, Omrop Fryslân might be added to the second version of the Wet Gebruik 
Friese Taal. 
* The Commission Hoekstra has made recommendations for radio and television in Frisian. 
Assign a follow-up commission of experts to develop an execution plan including a financial 
section. Make this the starting point of the media and cultural policy for the years to come. 
 
The concerns of the EBLT apply first of all to Omrop Fryslân, a highly valued member 
organisation of our platform. However, it did not escape the EBLT’s attention that the two 
other northern broadcasters, RTV Noord and RTV Drenthe, are also struggling to survive. 
This saddens us, primarily because both broadcasters develop programmes in Low Saxon 
and are important for the Low Saxon language and culture (spoken in Groningen and 
Drenthe). On-going cutbacks also constitute a threat to the Low Saxon programming, 
especially in the long run. The EBLT is therefore of the opinion that RTV Noord and RTV 
Drenthe should retain the possibility to develop radio and television in Low Saxon and to 
extend these programmes when possible. We point to the fact that the Netherlands have 
also recognized Low Saxon, next to Frisian, in the European Charter of Regional and 
Minority Languages. The EBLT will therefore also send this letter to RTV Noord, RTV 
Drenthe, and the provincial administrations of Groningen and Drenthe. 


